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working-class, without officers, without plans, with-
out artillery, destroyed the Fascists in the principal
towns of the country, and, proceeding with all
speed to the mountains, held up the approach of the
oncoming Fascist hordes. It was no wonder that
in those days the people considered themselves
entitled to make demands that far outran the moder-
ate plans of the original Government. At that time
it looked as if Spain stood on the threshold of a
revolutionary development, and as if the war could
be conducted as a revolutionary war. It was then
a fairly common view that a new and attractive
type of labour movement was about to arise from
the fusion of an individualistic and anarchistic sense
of freedom with Communist discipline, on the
various fronts and in the factory committees them-
selves. And, indeed, at political gatherings such as
were then usual, even in the army, it did seem as if
a healthy fusion of the various groups would in
practice be evolved.

These expectations were not fulfilled. Although
negotiations for a united front took place between
Durutti and Rosenberg, the Communists, as was
always the case, had in mind only a united front
in which they themselves were the officers and the
others provided the soldiers. While not wishing to
apportion the blame for what ensued, it must be
placed on record that the tragedy of Germany was